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Speaker:     Emeritus Professor Richard Waterhouse 

Richard Waterhouse is 

Emeritus Professor of 

History, School of 

Humanities, University 

of Sydney. 

He was formerly 

Bicentennial Professor 

of Australian History 

and Head of the School of Philosophical Inquiry at 

the same institution. 

He is the author of five books (with a sixth 

forthcoming) and more than 70 articles and 

chapters relating to subjects in United States and 

Australian History. His best-known works include, 

Private Pleasures, Public Leisure; a history of 

Australian popular culture since 1788 (1995), and 

The Vision Splendid: a social and cultural history 

of rural Australia (2005). His latest book, Land of 

Promise: a history of European Australia through 
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Alan Aldrich 

the lives of seven generations of my family will be 

published in late 2025. 

He is a Fellow both of the Australian Academy of 

Humanities and the Australian Academy of Social 

Sciences. 

 

2025 Alan Aldrich Memorial Lecture topic: 
 

Local History, Family History, National History; 

case studies and the complexity of the  

Australian past 

In this lecture, Richard Waterhouse will begin by 

tracing the evolution of family and local history in 

Australia and suggest how these types of histories 

both relate to national history and challenge it.  

To illustrate how local and family history both 

challenge and deepen existing popular and academic 

interpretations of our past, he will then present three 

critical case studies, one relating to a convict family, 

one focussing on a late nineteenth century family 

scandal that began in Melbourne and stretched to 

Grafton, and the third narrating the World War 2 

story of a Macleay Valley born schoolteacher who 

became a RAAF navigator and squadron leader. 

These case studies are designed to suggest that 

arguments that describe convicts either as hardened 

criminals or simply victims of poverty are both 

insufficient and one-dimensional: that the 

proclaimed culture of respectability of the late 

colonial middle class cannot simply be taken at face 

value; and that war could extract a heavy cost, while 

the national memory of service and sacrifice was 

sometimes unforgivably short. Together these 

studies suggest just a few of the complexities and 

contradictions that need to be incorporated into the 

narrative of Australia’s post 1788 history if we are 

even to begin to understand this multi-dimensional 

story. 
 

Don’t miss this prestigious opportunity! 
 

Hawkesbury Historical 
Society is proud to 
remember the outstanding 
achievements of Alan 
Aldrich and to celebrate 
them with a Memorial 
lecture, this year given by 
Emeritus Professor 
Richard Waterhouse. 

Alan joined our Society in 
the 1990s and at that time 
volunteered to help with 
the refurbishment of 
displays in the Society’s 
old Museum. The 

artefacts were solely housed in what is now known as ‘Howe 
House’ in Thompson Square, Windsor. His practical skills as 
a retired Design Draftsman were put to good use to 
modernise the Indigenous display near the entry. Alan 
remained a volunteer at the new Regional Museum when 
the care of our artefacts was handed to Hawkesbury City 
Council and then housed in the new purpose built adjunct to 
‘Howe House’. 

Alan’s photography skills came into their own when he 
provided enormous help with the digitisation of the 
thousands of items in our collection. He was an enthusiastic 
member of the Hawkesbury Camera Club and a whiz at 
digital photography. 

Alan was a valued President of the Society when he held 
the role for three years from October 2010 to October 2013. 
He had long held interest in Australian History and loved to 
research. When he became President in October 2010, he 
organised small research group sessions at the Library. 

Alan wrote articles for the various Newsletters and Journals 
and was a major contributor to our very first Journal in 2006, 
with an article entitled ‘The Hawkesbury Museum and 
Information Centre’, a piece which traced to the roots of the 
Hawkesbury Historical Society’s setting up their Museum in 
‘Howe House’ and its eventful journey through the 1960s. In 
our Journal’s special bicentenary issue in 2010 when the 
district and the History and Heritage Societies marked the 
200th anniversary of Lachlan Macquarie’s governorship, 
Alan contributed several in-depth articles on John Thomas 
Bigge’s volatile enquiry into Macquarie’s leadership, and 
Macquarie’s sad farewell to the Colony, as well as the 
foreword to the edition as President. In the Society’s 2015 
booklet, The Hawkesbury: a Handy History, Alan contributed 
a chapter on ‘Hawkesbury Railways’ and he also maintained 
the Historical Society’s website for many years. 

Alan married Ruth in 1969, and their daughter, Karen, was 
born in 1974, but Alan’s life was dramatically changed just 
four years later when after a car accident, he found himself 
a paraplegic. As usual, Alan’s view was to just get on with 
his life. He did additional TAFE courses in electronics, web 
design and IT. He was fiercely independent and he 
managed his own recovery and activities, including his 
mobility. It was important to Alan to stay active and one of 
Alan’s greatest contributions to the Hawkesbury district then 
followed from his well-known advocacy for disabled access 
to all community facilities. Alan was Vice-Chair of the 
Hawkesbury City Council Access Committee where he kept 
the Council well-focussed on the important work of ensuring 
those with disabilities were catered for in Hawkesbury, 
carrying out the ongoing research of planned improvements 
personally. 

Even though Alan and Ruth later moved from the district, 
Alan still helped at the Museum, and continued his research 
as he was conducting regular talks for the residents of the 
Centre where he and Ruth lived. 

Alan was an official volunteer photographer for the Para-
Olympic Games, and one of his accolades was a Premier’s 
Award in recognition of his ‘outstanding volunteer service’. 

Alan had a deep and caring nature and certainly many 
passions. Not only the Hawkesbury Historical Society, but 
the whole Hawkesbury district and beyond, were much the 
better for knowing Alan. Alan is definitely missed.◼ 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

August 2025 

Hello everyone, 

I hope you are all well and pursuing historical 

endeavours. 

I have been strangely quiet on that front as I have 

been sidelined by a case of Shingles. I think that I 

have been lucky as it seems mild to some stories 

one hears, but it does seem endless and I am only 

into my third week. My highest hopes are that it will 

have run its course by our meeting. 

I have been thinking of my friend Lois Sabine, who 

once did much volunteer historical work with the 

Kingswood Archives and in the City of Sydney 

Archives, as well as her own Blue Mountains 

Society. I have been wanting another visit to see 

her, but that is sadly not possible at present while I 

am sick. One of her achievements, some of you may 

remember, was to transcribe the medical manuscript 

that Windsor’s Doctor Bell wrote and to publish its 

fascinating look at a different era’s medical advice 

in 1849, when William Bell wrote “The Settlers’ 

Guide or Modern Domestic Medicine and Surgery, 

Windsor NSW 1849”. Bell never got to publish it, 

so Lois has ensured that it stays with us as a time 

capsule.  

I was, in all that I have going on, tempted to look up 

what Dr Bell had to say about Shingles. I found that 

he had nothing to say. While he listed measles and 

scarlet fever, chicken pox and the related shingles 

are not to be found, which is interesting in itself. For 

scarlet fever, Bell says 

 I prefer, instead of a blister to the 

throat, to use hot spirits of turpentine 

applied on flannel, for it produces the 

desired effect in as many minutes, as 

the other takes hours to act. If there is 

much heat…the hair should be cut 

short, or shaved off, and two or three 

leeches applied to the temples. 

I was very glad this didn’t apply and went on to read 

the measles treatment which also of course had little 

relevance, thank goodness. Searching online 

certainly gave more satisfactory suggestions of how 

to deal with Shingles though scarily listed that it 

could last five weeks!!! Help! 

Luckily, I have been able to sit at my computer most 

days and keep going with preparing my new book. I 

am putting out a plea to hear from any Hawkesbury 

families who may have family photos of the 

properties their forebears owned or worked on in the 

Hunter Valley and I would like to discuss using 

them in my book. Please contact me on 0401 667 

274 if you can help. 

Rod Hartas, our wonderful treasurer, has prepared 

for us a list of the tours Hawkesbury Historical 

Society has guided recently and the money they 

yielded. It was very gratifying to see the total in the 

last little while as over $2000 income. Thanks to all 

who have helped with the guiding, that is a really 

worthwhile effort. At our meeting we will be 

planning the further tours that Hawkesbury 

Historical Society will be conducting in the latter 

part of 2025 and looking for guides and helpers. As 

well, please keep in mind the dinner we are planning 

for our 70th birthday celebrations early next year. We 

will get a date as early as possible. Any suggestions? 

Emeritus Professor Richard Waterhouse will be our 

next speaker at the August meeting 2025 and we are 

all looking forward to his insights into the origins of 

family and local history and how such histories 

sometimes challenge national history as well as 

enrich it. One of the case studies talks about a 

scandal, and following Neil Renaud’s recent talk, we 

are all quite attuned to scandals- even if this one is 

not in the Hawkesbury. This lecture by Emeritus 

Professor Waterhouse is a topic that a great many of 

our members and friends will relate to in the family 

history field in which they write, especially when 

discussed by so eminent an historian. 

August’s talk is a special annual memorial lecture 

for our past president, Alan Aldrich. Alan has a 

special place in our hearts for his fierce 

determination and community agitation for 

improved facilities within the district for the 

disabled, as well as his contribution to telling 

Hawkesbury history. Alan, many will remember, 

was particularly involved in the writing of our 

articles in the 2010 Journal published by this Society 

about Hawkesbury under Governor Macquarie; he 

was equally passionate about photography. He was 

President between October 2010 to October 2013. 

See you at the August meeting, it should be 

memorable. I can’t wait! 

See you then. 

Dr Jan Barkley-Jack 

President 
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Neville Henry Lipscomb  

of Hawkesbury 

Agricultural College 
Cathy McHardy - August 2025 

 

Neville Henry Lipscomb 1914 Service Number 33. 

Courtesy of the City of Parramatta Local Studies 

 

On the 4 August 1914, splashed across front pages 

of Australian newspapers the foreboding headline 

“Britain has declared war – against Germany” 

hinted of momentous things to come. As a 

dominion of the British Empire, this meant that 

Australia too, was at war. 

The Windsor and Richmond Gazette (1) 

commented on Friday 7 August that “the war was 

overshadowing everything” and even the 

upcoming double dissolution Federal election was 

put to the back of people’s minds with spectre of 

the conflict in Europe dominating thoughts and 

actions. 

Without delay, the Australian Imperial Force 

commenced recruiting able young men for the 

first contingent to be shipped overseas. As in 

towns and cities across Australia, the young men 

of the Hawkesbury were fired with enthusiasm 

and excitement and were eager to join the 

campaign in the defence of what many still called 

‘The Mother Country’. 



 

HAWKESBURY HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER (August 2025)      5 

The month of August saw many local recruits and 

by the middle of September 1914 more than fifty 

young men had travelled to Sydney to join 

hundreds of others from across New South Wales. 

One of the first groups to enlist was that from 

Hawkesbury Agricultural College (HAC), 

Richmond. At the send-off held at Richmond 

School of Arts on Friday 29 August 1914 (2) 

speeches echoed the feelings of the community at 

large. Rev Stanley Best summed up saying:  

when the Empire called it was for everyone to 

obey. They could only hope that the parting 

would be short, and that everyone would come 

back. 

Referring to the German Kaiser, Wilhelm II of 

Germany, Rev Best commented that: 

He was sure they would do their best to prove 

that they would not be dictated to by a military 

despot who had already assumed the title of 

Emperor of Europe 

 

Excerpt from the Windsor and Richmond Gazette. 11 

September 1914, p. 6 Richmond. Retrieved on 4 August 1995 

from: https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/85861102 

The recruits had completed their induction and 

basic training in Sydney and travelled by train 

back to Richmond on the day of the farewell 

gathering. The arrival of the train was met by an 

enthusiastic crowd of well-wishers and the boys 

were marched to the School of Arts in a 

procession headed by the Mayor. The program 

included speeches of support, a substantial dinner, 

songs and recitations and concluded with the 

presentation of outfits made by Miss Nora Stewart 

and a prayer book given to each one. 

Amongst the recruits enjoying the celebrations 

that evening was Hawkesbury Agricultural 

College student Neville Henry Lipscomb who was 

born on the 2 October 1896 to William Lipscomb 

and Jessie Curtis of Normanhurst, New South 

Wales. 

Enrolling in the full diploma course at 

Hawkesbury, which involved theory and practical 

skills in general agriculture on the 23 January 

1913 aged 16 years, Neville had already 

completed two years at Hurlstone Agricultural 

College and was destined for a career on the land 

when war intervened (3). 

Apart from concentrating on his studies, Neville 

also immersed himself in local community life. 

He played cricket for the HAC B grade team 

successfully winning the match against local 

teams such as Richmond and Bullridge (4). 

…Cont’d 

 

MEETING 
REMINDER 

 

The next meeting for the Hawkesbury 

Historical Society will be held on 

Saturday, 23 August - 2pm 
 

at 

St Andrew’s Uniting Church 

Hall 

25W Market Street, Richmond 

PARKING is available next door. 

Entry via West Market Street 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/85861102
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The college sports day held in May was a 

celebration of all things sport and included the 

more traditional such as hurdles and long jump as 

well as novelty events such as the carry-your-

chum race, sack race, the hop, step and jump race 

and the challenge of the tug-of-war. It was 

reported by the local newspaper (5) that Neville 

had gained second place in the sack race that day! 

 

TUG-OF-WAR TEAM (“LECTURES”) 

Back Row - Students: A. Campbell, N.H. Lipscomb, F.P. 

Mahony, 0. Bennett, W. Groeneveld.  

Middle Row - Students J. Morrow, I.E. Wessels, S. Campbell 

(Captain), G. Johnstone, T.F. Rutherford.  

Front Row - Students A.S. Goodchild, J. Neylan.  

(Student Watt absent). 

[Western Sydney] University Ref. AI-45636 HAC Journal 

(Vol.11, No.7) July 1914 p.107. 

STUDENTS OF THE THIRD YEAR DIPLOMA 

AGRICULTURAL CLASS,1914 

Back Row - students R.A. Porter, N.C. Ingall, R. Goodsir, J.P. 

Wills, N.H. Lipscomb, W. Needs, E.G. Chudleigh, W.L. 

Atkinson, H.V. Howard. 

Standing - Students S. Campbell, J.P. Wessels, H.C. Rogers, 

A.K. Maclean, T.F. Rutherford, R.H. Threlfall, E.C. Clayton, 

D. Evans, S.E. Stephens, E. Hadley, S.G. Raymond. 

Sitting - Students, A.S. Goodchild, G.C. Bartlett, A.U. 

Tonking, J.P. Shelton, Principal H.W. Potts, A.G. Campbell, 

F.P. Mahony, J.C. Mayne, H.G. Belschner. 

In front - E. Furby, W.H. Downes. 

[Western Sydney] University Ref. AI-45641 HAC Journal 

(Vol.11, No.12) December 1914 p.186. 

Neville passed his second-year exams ranking in 

the top half of students in the year. If he had 

finished his third year of study he would have 

gained his Hawkesbury Diploma in Agriculture 

(6). 

He passed his medical at Victoria Barracks, 

Paddington on the 22 August 1914. Major W M 

Helsham of whom he may have known from 

Richmond was the attesting officer when he 

completed the forms of enlistment into the Light 

Horse Field Ambulance on the 24th of the month 

(7). Standing at six feet tall, he would have cut an 

imposing figure in his smart new uniform. 

The close-knit Richmond community rallied to 

provide support for students and former students 

who were serving overseas. Those far away were 

not forgotten as the remaining students went 

ahead with their studies. News from the College 

(8) of the 3 December 1915 detailed the extent of 

their efforts: 

A systematic method has been adopted daily 

of posting all papers, including the daily 

newspapers and illustrated weeklies 

direct to the various hospitals and to 

the trenches at the Dardanelles. The 

ladies of Richmond organised several 

entertainments and raised funds. With 

these they purchased quantities of 

chocolate, tobacco, cigarettes warm 

clothing, writing material etc., and had 

them carefully packed in parcels.  

In this, the college contributed under 

the superintendence of the Principal's 

wife and daughter a surprise packet for 

college students. Sixty-five Christmas 

plum puddings were made at the 

college kitchens. These were 

separately packed in tins and filled up 

with raisins and home-made confectionery and 

finally hermetically soldered down. 

Each was addressed to a student in the 

trenches. The authorities have promised to 

deliver these parcels as addressed before 

Christmas. 
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Postcard of Hawkesbury Agricultural College c. 1910 

The soldiers of the Australian Imperial Force were 

not initially sent into the conflict in Europe but 

were stationed in the Middle East for the first 

years of the war. Germany’s supporters including 

the countries allied with the Ottoman Empire 

which included Turkey, mounted an attack on the 

free passage of ships accessing Russian ports in 

the Black Sea which prompted Britain’s allies to 

enter into war on this front. 

Neville embarked from Sydney aboard HMAT 

‘Southern’ on the 23 September 1914 bound for 

Egypt to undertake further training. 

His first experience of the conflict was as a 

medical orderly on hospital ships including the 

‘Galeko’, ‘Minnewaska’, ‘Saturnia’ and ‘Clan 

McGillivray’ which cared for the sick and 

wounded troops evacuated from Gallipoli, 

Turkey. After landing on the peninsula in August 

1915, he served as a stretcher bearer for two 

weeks. 

After a short bout of dysentery during which 

included a brief stay in hospital, Neville applied 

for a transfer to the Artillery Corps in April 1916, 

perhaps wishing to take a more active role in the 

conflict. He joined the troops of the 10th Field 

Artillery Brigade and was posted to the 37 Battery 

in Tel El Kebir, Egypt after which he joined the 

British Expeditionary Force at Alexandria, Egypt 

and sailed for Marseilles, France aboard the 

‘Arcadia’ (9). 

Neville experienced warfare at first hand, taking 

part in the intense battle around Ypres, Belgium in 

September 1916, then moving on 

to Bullecourt in April 1917. 

Reports from the Australian Red 

Cross Wounded and Missing files 

sheds more light on the 

circumstances surrounding his 

death, although the recollections 

of soldiers who were there at the 

time vary slightly in the details 

(10). 

On the 23 April, Gunner 

Lipscomb was operating a 

Howitzer artillery gun near 

Ecoust, France when an enemy 

shell landed on his position killing 

him and his three fellow soldiers. Another account 

describes him carrying a stretcher bearing a 

wounded soldier and turning back briefly to 

retrieve his gas mask when the enemy shell 

exploded. By all accounts he was well regarded 

by his mates, one called him “one of the best”, 

another “one of the best liked men in the battery”. 

Several mention that he was “a bit of an artist” 

and I have wondered if any of his sketches 

survived the extreme conditions of warfare in 

France and were returned home. 

 

[Western Sydney] University Archives Ref. AI-46390 HAC 

Journal (Vol.14, No.11) November 1917 p.152 
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Neville was buried in the Ecoust Military 

Cemetery, Ecoust St Mein, France. The headstone 

includes the personal inscription “Father in thy 

gracious keeping, leave we now our loved one 

sleeping” (11).  

The First World War took an enormous toll on the 

Australian community. Of a small population of 

about five million people a substantial part of a 

generation of young men were killed, wounded or 

mentally affected by their experiences. Official 

figures (12) record that 416,809 enlisted in the 

Australian Imperial Force and of these 331,000 

served overseas. A total of 61,720 died in action 

and 155,000 were wounded. Over 4,000 were 

taken Prisoner of War.  

For Neville’s parents, William and Jessie, the war 

exacted a great personal toll. From a family of 

seven sons, three enlisted and only one returned 

home. 

Neville’s elder brother, Eric John Lipscomb (born 

1894) also served. He enlisted on the 1 August 

1916 with the 34th Battalion and was killed in 

action on the 16 May 1917 at Le Touquet near 

Armentieres. 

The eldest of the boys, Frederick Neville 

Lipscomb (born 1893) served with the 19th 

Battalion, thankfully returning to home on the 31 

July 1918. A younger brother Alfred William 

George (born 1900) did not join his brothers 

overseas but enrolled at Hawkesbury Agricultural 

College in 1916 aged 16 years. He went on to 

distinguished himself as a respected author of 

books on the breeding and management of 

livestock (13). 

Research to date has identified at least 716 

Hawkesbury Agricultural College students and 

staff who served in the First World War, and of 

these 139 were killed or died of wounds and 

disease. 

Thank you to Cathie Lester, Western Sydney 

University Archivist for her assistance in the 

preparation of this article. 
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https://www.cwgc.org/visit-us/find-cemeteries-memorials/cemetery-details/32805/ecoust-military-cemetery-ecoust-st-mein/
https://www.cwgc.org/visit-us/find-cemeteries-memorials/cemetery-details/32805/ecoust-military-cemetery-ecoust-st-mein/
https://www.cwgc.org/visit-us/find-cemeteries-memorials/cemetery-details/32805/ecoust-military-cemetery-ecoust-st-mein/
https://www.cwgc.org/visit-us/find-cemeteries-memorials/cemetery-details/32805/ecoust-military-cemetery-ecoust-st-mein/
https://anzacday.org.au/selected-WW1-statistics
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VICTORY IN THE PACIFIC 
Contributed by Michelle Nichols 

 

Cover of Windsor & Richmond Gazette 15 August 1945 from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page8917692 
 

Victory in the Pacific Day took place 80 years ago on 15 August 1945 when Imperial Japan surrendered and 
World War 2 was finally over. From 1939, World War 2 saw nearly one million Australians serving in the 
conflict against Germany and Italy in Europe, the Mediterranean and North Africa, as well as Japan in south-
east Asia and in the Pacific. There were over 40,500 military and civilian deaths in Australia and about 23,500 
wounded. 

Victory in Europe or VE Day had been heralded on 8 May 1945 marking the acceptance of Germany's 
surrender and the Allied victory in Europe. Eighty years since the first VE Day was commemorated in the 
northern hemisphere in May 2025, with thanksgiving church services, parades, flypasts and street parties. In 
Australia for VP Day there will be a number of events, including historians reflecting on the significance of 
WW2. 

In 1945, just before the Windsor & Richmond Gazette newspaper went to press on 15 August at 9am, 
Britain's Prime Minister Mr Atlee announced the victorious news. Although it was expected, it came as a big 
surprise when the information filtered through. The news was included on the Gazette’s front page: 

The news was hailed with delight in this district, where, in eager anticipation of such tidings, the 
various centres have this week been completing arrangements to take part in the two days of 
national rejoicing and thanksgiving which commenced this morning.1 

The State Government requested that all local councils, including at the time, Windsor, Richmond and Colo, 
make arrangements for some form of official celebrations. They stated that “throughout the Hawkesbury the 
citizens only required the official announcement to give rein to their pent-up jubilation.” The plans were to 
include, as “a proper observance of victory, the note of thanksgiving” and “in the midst of their happiness the 
people are not forgetting those who gave their lives to bring the day when this celebration would be made 
possible for a free people.”  

The victory was observed, taking into consideration the “serious and jubilant vein” and in “keeping with the 
historical significance of the occasion”. 

                                                 
1 Windsor & Richmond Gazette 15 August 1945, p. 1 from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page8917692  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page8917692
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page8917692
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On hearing the announcement, local businesses closed their doors and staff were let off for the two-day 
celebrations. Streets were festooned with flags and bunting and a procession was held in Windsor’s George 
Street led by the Mayor, Ald. W. J. Ross. The parade included “returned soldiers, nurses, firemen, members of 
Red Cross branches, the V.A. Detachment, Junior Red Cross and schoolchildren, followed by a string of 
decorated private cars.” 

Arrangements were quickly made by the various Churches with united services of Thanksgiving. One service 
was held in McQuade Park Windsor on 15 August and there was a large representation of the community. 
The following day, a similar service was held at Richmond with local ministers speaking. 

At the local Sub-branches of the RSL, flags were lowered by returned soldiers and the last post played on the 
bugle. Local theatres at both Windsor and Richmond were full and a Diggers' Ball at Richmond had over 700 
people in attendance. Many locals listened to Mr Atlee’s speeches “and later to the Service from St. Paul's, 
London” and joined in private parties all about the district, where “the merry making continued until the wee 
small hours.”2 

The younger folk organised their own processions and “the night was shattered with lusty thumping of tins, 
pots and pans, bullock bells, old ironmongery trailing behind cars, and anything, in fact, that would give 
some expression to the general jubilation felt by everyone.”  

Many locals also headed into the city and joined in the sombre events as well as the celebrations. The 
newspaper noted that “Peace was greeted in the proper time-honoured fashion in this district.”3 

A special event was held for the local combined schools of Richmond, Londonderry and Kurrajong on 15 
September for a Victory Picnic and athletics day4 with over 1500 expected. 
 

 
 

Service men join crowds celebrating VP Day in Martin Place, Sydney, 15 August 1945. 
Courtesy State Library of Victoria AN012982 

                                                 
2 BLAXLANDS RIDGE, Windsor & Richmond Gazette, 22 August 1945 p. 4. From http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article86023584  
3 JOYFUL VICTORY WEEK, Windsor & Richmond Gazette 22 August 1945 p. 4. From http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article86023588  
4 VICTORY DAY FOR CHILDREN, Windsor & Richmond Gazette 29 August 1945 p. 1. From http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article86027853  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article86023584
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article86023588
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article86027853
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Hawkesbury District Agricultural Association Council 
Contributed by Michelle Nichols 

 

Each year a 
committee 
consisting of a large 
representative of 
local Hawkesbury 
men, were elected 
to stand on the 
Hawkesbury District 
Agricultural 
Association.  

The men included 
businessmen, 
farmers, teachers 
and clergy. 

Some were younger 
men, following in 
their father or 
grandfather’s 
footsteps.  

Others had been on 
the committee for 
many many years.  

In later years their 
images were 
captured and 
published in various 
reports.  

Here are the 
photographs from 
1893 and 1898. 

 

 
 

 

 

Hawkesbury District Agricultural Association Council 1893 
 

Hawkesbury District Agricultural Association Council 1898 
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EDWARD MELLISH AND 

THE WRECK OF THE SAKATA, 1905 
by Michelle Nichols  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Vault at St Matthew’s Anglican cemetery, Windsor  

Photo: M. Nichols, 2017. 
 
 

In Windsor’s historic St Matthew’s Anglican 

cemetery is a monument to Edward James 

Mellish a young man who lost his life in a 

shipwreck at the turn of the twentieth 

century. Who was he and what were the 

circumstances of his death?  

 

Sadly, a young Windsor resident, Edward 

James Mellish drowned in the accident. 

Edward was born in Windsor on 20 June 

1885, and was the youngest son of Edward 

Mellish and his first wife Susannah nee 

Upton. It seems that Edward James had left 

Riverstone as a young man, to find his 

fortune and sought work on the “Sakata” a 

trading vessel.  

 

DROWNING OF  

EDWARD JAMES MELLISH 
 
According to the newspapers of the day, a 

British schooner called the ‘Sakata’ was on 

a voyage from Anapolis in Brazil, to Havana 

in ballast in December 1905. 

 

Anapolis according to current days maps is 

not a port and appears a long way from the 

coast. Havana is in Cuba but the headstone 

states the wreck occurred near Canada.  

 

The ‘Sakata’ was a three masted schooner 

and “was struck by a terrific wave during a 
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heavy gale” and turned her on “her beam 

ends, and before the crew had time to cut 

away the masts to right her she capsized, 

throwing Captain Donlon and the whole of 

the crew into the water.” 

 

Some of the crew were able to climb to 

safety on the “upturned vessel, but owing to 

cold and exposure they gradually lost 

consciousness” and eventually vanished 

into the ocean. Out of the seven members of 

the crew, there was only one survivor, John 

F. Williams, one of the mates. He was on the 

brink of death when rescued by the crew of 

the ‘Helen Thomas’ and was almost 

unconscious. He had kept alive for four 

days, by nibbling on his oilskin jacket.1  

 

In 1907, some several years after the 

accident, the Windsor and Richmond 

Gazette dated 2 February 1907, stated that 

Edward’s sister, Mrs Ethel Lorger, received 

afterwards, an article about the accident 

which was titled, “Loss of the Sakata and 

Crew.”2 Apparently there was not a lot of 

information about the accident however 

after the event the following letter appeared 

in the newspaper:  
  

Having read your inquiry in the 

Halifax paper in regards to your 

son Edward, I am taking the liberty 

of writing you, as ''Ned'' was a 

personal friend of mine while he 

was at this port.  

 

I spent the evening with him the 

night he left on that fated voyage on 

the schooner “Sakata”. Strange to 

say he asked me to write to you if he 

did not return, and I had forgotten 

the address until I came across the 

piece in the paper by chance.  

 

                                                 
1 Loss of the Sakata and Crew. (1907, February 2). Windsor & 
Richmond Gazette, p. 4. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article85670481 and Terrible Tale of the Sea (1906, February 
19). The Evening Mail, p. 3 (LAST EDITION). Retrieved from 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article256545608  
2 (1907, February 2). Windsor & Richmond Gazette, p. 4. Retrieved 
from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article85670481  

There is no doubt in my mind that 

poor Ned was lost as the only one 

who was saved was the mate, and 

his name is Williams, from St John, 

New Brunswick, I saw a letter that 

was written. To the lady that Ned 

boarded with while he was in town. 

It was from the mate after he came 

back to St John.  

 

He told how the vessel was struck 

by a squall and capsized, and he 

managed to climb on the bottom, 

and was rescued after much 

suffering, and obliged to eat a 

portion of his oilskins to keep alive. 

It was all so sudden that all the rest 

must have gone down immediately, 

except one poor fellow, he saw 

struggling in the water, but he could 

not help him, and finally he threw 

up his hands and was seen no more.  

 

It was Ned's watch below at the time 

of the accident, so you can imagine 

what kind of a chance he would 

have. The lady Ned boarded with 

was Mrs Lear Hardwick, who has 

since left here and gone to 

Yarmouth, Nova Scotia.  

 

The schooner Sakata loaded lumber 

at the port, shipped by Pickels and 

Mills, and not Parsboro as stated in 

the clipping enclosed but was in 

Pars. And hoping these few lines 

will be of some assistance to you, I 

will come to a close, and kindly 

accept my sincere sympathy for the 

loss of your son as well as a very 

dear friend to me.  

 
I remain, yours truly,  

Herbert H. Hearne,  

Annapol,  

Royal, Nova Scotia, Canada.3 

 

 

                                                 
3 A Windsor "Boys" Sad Fate (1907, September 21). Windsor & 
Richmond Gazette p. 4. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article85669537  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article85670481
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article85670481
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article256545608
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article85670481
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article85669537
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article85669537
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THE MELLISH FAMILY 
 

Edward’s parents, Edward and Susannah 

were married St. Matthew’s Anglican 

Church, Windsor in 1872. They had the 

following children: 

 

• Catherine Lavinia Mary born 1873 

• William Edward James born 1874  

• John Elton/Hilton Thomas born 

1876  

• Ada Cornelia Jane born 1877  

• Alice born & died 1879  

• Ethel Maud Mary born 1880  

• Alymer Francis Henry born 

1883 

• Edward James born 1885 

 

It appears Edward’s mother, 

Susannah died on the 2 July 1885 

aged 35 years, possibly after 

complications with childbirth as 

Edward James was born 20 June 1885. (He 

was baptised at St. Matthew’s Anglican 

Church on 8 July, however, his parents are 

recorded at the time of the baptism as 

Thomas and Elizabeth Mellish. This does not 

gel with his listing on the NSW births, deaths 

& marriage index; his father’s obituary and 

the memorial on his mother’s grave.) 

 

Following the death of Susannah Mellish, 

Edward married for the second time. He 

married Elizabeth Ann Cupitt on 15 July 

1886 at the Presbyterian Manse, Windsor.  

 

The couple had one son, Ernest Carrington 

born 26 November, but sadly Elizabeth died 

in 1887, just six weeks after the birth, aged 

30 years.4  

 

Edward Mellish was a well-known builder in 

the local area, as well as a contractor. He 

                                                 
4 Hawkesbury Pioneer Register (Hawkesbury Family History Group) 
Vol. 2 

was listed as a citizen soldier and served in 

'A' Company (Windsor) 1st A.I.R. as a 

sergeant. He lived all of his life in Windsor 

and was noted as a keen sportsman and “an 

ardent cricketer.”5  

 

Edward Mellish died on 24 January 1913 

aged 63 years. He is buried at St. Matthew’s 

Anglican Church cemetery, Windsor. 

 

The Mellish family had strong connections 

 to the historic St. Matthews Church, 

Windsor.  Photo: M. Nichols, 2017 

 

The circumstances of the death of Edward 

James Mellish are few and far between. 

However, following the sad news, the family 

erected a monument on his mother’s family 

vault, the Upton’s. The vault is situated in St 

Matthew’s historic cemetery, Windsor. The 

marker commemorates Edward, who lost his 

life on the other side of the world. 
 

Compiled by Michelle Nichols  

E: michelle_nichols@hotmail.com 

[This first appeared in the Hawkesbury Crier 

Sep 2017 & the history series of the 

Hawkesbury Gazette in 2021.] 

 

 

                                                 
5 Obituary. (1913, February 1). Windsor & Richmond Gazette p. 4. 
Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article85849847  

mailto:michelle_nichols@hotmail.com
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article85849847
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Hawkesbury Herald, Friday 1 August 1902 (Trove) 

 
📷  Hawkesbury Library Service 

 

 
Windsor and Richmond Gazette, Saturday 25 July 1891 

(Trove) 

 
📷  Hawkesbury Library Service 

A Different Perspective 
The extract below is from an article written in 2022 
by the then President of The Hills District Historical 
Society under ‘From the President’. 

It certainly makes you think of our Grandparents. 

“PERSPECTIVE – HOW IT CAN CHANGE 
YOUR VIEW OF THINGS 

Imagine if you were born in 1900. When you are 14 
years of age World War I starts and runs until you 
are 18 years of age. That war claimed over 22 
million lives. Later that year a Spanish Flu pandemic 
hit the world and lasts until you are 20 years of 
age… it is estimated to have claimed around 50 
million lives. 

By the time you are 29 years of age the Great 
Depression begins and the unemployment rate is at 
least 25% and the global economy is in tatters. The 
Depression runs until you are 33 years of age. 

Following only a few years of recovery, World War 
II starts and you are now 39 years of age. This war 
lasts until you are 45 years of age and claims 
approximately 75 million lives. 

By the time you are 50 years of age the Korean War 
is happening although Australia has a lesser role in 
this conflict as part of a UN Force. Over 5 million 
lives are lost. 

By 55 years of age the Vietnam War starts and runs 
for 20 years. Over 4 million lives are lost. 

When you are 62 the Cuban Missile crisis happens. 
Potentially our planet could have been devastated 
but the leaders of the day managed to prevent that 
from happening. 

The Vietnam War finally ends when you are 75 
years of age. 

Think of everyone you know or have known that 
was born around 1900 and why their perspective 
on life may be different to someone born at a much 
later time. They saw many lives lost through wars 
and pandemics, they experienced unemployment, 
rationing of food and goods, and they really valued 
every possession they had and didn’t waste 
anything. They were the original recyclers and they 
had things repaired where possible rather than just 
throwing it away and buying another item. 
Compare that to our lives and by comparison, from 
my perspective, we are very lucky!!”◼ 
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Hawkesbury Historical Society 

Bookshop 
located in the Hawkesbury Regional Museum 

8 Baker Street, Windsor NSW 2756 

The Hawkesbury Historical Society has an interesting variety of books in our Bookshop with 

an emphasis on people in earlier times in the Hawkesbury and nearby Nepean and Blue 

Mountains areas. The books can be purchased directly from the Museum Bookshop in the 

Hawkesbury Regional Museum, Windsor or online…. www.hawkesburyhistoricalsociety.org 

You may also like to visit the Museum which houses the Society’s collection. 

A preview for each book is available on the Society website:  www.hawkesburyhistoricalsociety.org 

 
$7 

 
$25 

 
$25 

 
$20 

 
$20 

 

Vol 1: $45; Vol 2: $45; Vol 3: $45; 

Vol 4 Part 1 & 2: $90 

 

$35 

 
$18 

 
$30 

 

Vol 1: $20 

 
$30 

 

$16 

The above titles are just some of the books currently on offer in the Bookshop. 

Further titles will be included in future issues of this newsletter. 

Please visit the Society’s Bookshop in the Museum or check out what’s available online at: 

www.hawkesburyhistoricalsociety.org 

Happy Reading! 
 

http://www.hawkesburyhistoricalsociety.org/
http://www.hawkesburyhistoricalsociety.org/
http://www.hawkesburyhistoricalsociety.org/

