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Topic: The Glossodia 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

April 2025 

Hello all, 

I had a very exciting invitation to be a speaker at an 

historical colloquium, or small seminar, organised by 

historian Gary Sturgess in History House, the home of 

the Royal Australian Historical Society recently. My 

talk was on the topic of the original research I 

conducted and at present I am writing up in my 

forthcoming book, on how those from humble origins, 

especially those at Mulgrave Place (Hawkesbury) were 

able to access useful trends in colonial society without 

the resources and vast credit means available to the 

elite in society. 

The colloquium speakers and audience included our 

recent speaker Peter Hibbins, from the National 

Maritime Museum in Sydney; Michael Flynn who did 

all the research and wrote the book on the Second 

Fleet and who now manages the Biographical Data 

Base of Australia, an online site which is digitising 

colonial records; the Head and others from the History 

Department at New England University; Carol Liston,  

and many more including Paula Jane Byrne, a well-

known social historian who currently is looking in 

depth at home living in colonial Sydney. It was a 

giddying array of glimpses into the worlds of other 

researchers who are just as passionate about ordinary 

and obscure aspects of colonial life as I am. It also 

gave a sobering look at AI in the world of history. It 

was like going into a colonial warp in time for the 

weekend and great fun! 

And the historical feast has continued for me. The 

weekend before last I hired a water taxi to take myself 

(and added bonus my family came too!) to Scotland 

Island in Broken Bay to photograph the likely sites of 

Andrew Thompson’s salt works and boatbuilding. I 

met an island historian and was fed lovely homemade 

cake by the super friendly island dwellers. We had a 

great time but found it was almost mountain goat 

living in places on the steep and wooded sides of the 

island- and got some good photos for my book. 

Saturday’s launch of the new display, ‘Bridging the 

Hawkesbury River/Dyarubbin: the history of Windsor 

Bridge’ at Hawkesbury Regional Museum went well 

and a congratulations to the staff and others involved 

is mightily deserved. Harry Terry was one of the 

leaders of the community’s CAWB protest against a 

new bridge being built unless it was removed from 

Thompson Square and would give flood-free access 

crossing the river. He gave us a deep insight and 

fascinating look at the comings and goings in the 

Square in the five years of keeping the 24-hour daily 

protest continuing. 

Hawkesbury Historical Society’s donation of a very 

large Perspex covering for the old bridge’s wonderful 

rope ladder will in the near future see a plaque 

acknowledging our generosity. A large and accurate 

model of a gaff-rigged cutter exhibit built by Thomas 

Grono, and taken from Hawkesbury Historical 

Society’s collection, which is housed in the Regional 

Museum, is part of the exhibition too. Sailing vessels 

like the cutter plied the Hawkesbury River from the 

early days of settlement and it evokes for us the 

excitement that planks of such boats hold, found by 

archaeologists during the building of the new bridge. I 

think the exhibition is a must-see for all ages over the 

next few months-even if it is just to look in amazement 

at the biggest bolt you are ever likely to come across 

in your life that was taken from the old bridge-as it 

welcomes you to the exhibition. 

Coming to the present and going forward now, there is 

much of interest to catch your attention: Hawkesbury 

Historical Society has conducted two tours for All 

Australian Tours from Queensland with Peta Sharpley, 

Cheryl Ballantyne and myself acting as guides taking 

the coaches to Ebenezer, Wilberforce, Richmond and 

Windsor (with thanks to Alecia Bates for opening the 

Wilberforce church and conducting an impromptu talk 

for us). As well we have taken a Parramatta group 

around Windsor and Richmond.  

Our annual “Peek into the Past’, a PR function held for 

history and heritage orientated groups and the business 

community to promote Hawkesbury Regional 

Museum, is happening at historic Copes Cottage in the 

third week in April- we will send you notice of the 

date as soon as it is confirmed and hope you will bring 

your friends.  

The Heritage Festival begins on Sunday 13 April, so 

look out for interesting historical events elsewhere 

and, after Easter.  

On Thursday 24 April we will hold our next speaker’s 

talk (see advertisement) and general meeting; and 

finally, for April Hawkesbury Historical Society in 

conjunction with Defenders of Thompson Square will 

give you your next chance to be part of an in-depth 

tour of St Matthew’s Anglican Church and its 

surrounding burial ground (see also notice in this 

newsletter). 

Oh, and I almost forgot, save 18 May for a giant 

celebration of the 200th anniversary of the St 

Matthew’s Anglican Rectory and Stables Complex 

with a special church service at 9am and then tours of 

the rectory and stables interiors, talks and Devonshire 

teas. Hawkesbury Historical Society and other groups 

will be holding stalls and hope you will help and be 

part of the action. 

Dr Jan Barkley-Jack 

President 
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Abstract  

On 14 April 1930 John Charles was brutally murdered on an orchard farm in Glossodia. The coroner decided 

his son Cecil Charles was guilty. He was then tried and found guilty. On appeal, following new evidence, that 

conviction was quashed. At a second trial, Cecil was found not guilty. So, who committed the crime? 

Evidence points to another local resident, a shady character. Neil will present that evidence. 

Biography – Neil Renaud 

Neil is a retired librarian, having worked in TAFE college libraries for over 29 

years. He was Librarian-in-Charge at Penrith and Nepean-Kingswood. He is 

married, living at North Richmond NSW with his wife Jill. They have two sons, 

David and Ben. Originally from Belmore, then Penrith, Neil has lived in the 

Hawkesbury area since 1996. He began family history research about 14 years ago, 

with the encouragement of his mother-in-law. A long list of discoveries has 

included more extensive German ancestry than expected, previously unknown 

family tragedies, and French Huguenot ancestry. He has written much on what he 

has discovered, for newsletters and other publications. 

Neil is a committee member of the Huguenot Society of Australia and maintains its 

website. He arranges the technology for its presentations and has given a number of presentations to the 

Society himself. He is secretary of the Colo Shire Family History Group, for whom he has also given a 

number of presentations and has organised many activities. Neil is secretary of the Friends of Belmont House 

and either assists with or conducts guided tours there. His other big interest has been the sport of tennis. He 

was on the Committee of Nepean District Tennis Association for nearly 46 continuous years, in the roles of 

president, secretary and tournament director. He is a life member and still plays tennis socially. Neil has 

written two books on local historical topics and one day intends to: write a full account of his own family 

history; fully update his online family tree; and write the history of the Nepean District Tennis Association. 

Neil has previously presented at the Conference of German-Australian History and Heritage in Adelaide 

(2018). He has been awarded a Penrith City Council Wall of Achievement Award (1998), an Australian 

Sports Medal (2000) and a Tennis NSW Certificate of Achievement (2012). On 21 March 2025 he gave a 

presentation Revealing the Huguenots at the “Connections 2025” genealogical conference in Brisbane. 
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BOWD BOOKS 

RE-LAUNCH 
Sunday, 25th May 2025 

DOUGLAS GORDON 

BOWD -1918-1993 wrote the 

books: Macquarie Country and 

Hawkesbury Journey. 

Now, long out of print, these 

valuable books have now been 

reprinted with the kind 

permission of the Bowd family. 

Join the Hawkesbury Historical 

Society and members of Doug Bowd’s family, for 

the relaunch of Macquarie Country and 

Hawkesbury Journey on Sunday, 25th May 2025. 

More details will be circulated to members shortly. 

An extract for each of these books is included here 

for your interest. 

Macquarie Country 

The Hawkesbury River 
district was vital 
historically in the story 
of the successful 
colonisation of 

Australia, because 
Governor Phillip’s 
discovery of the fertile 
alluvial flats around 
Windsor and Richmond 
certainly saved the Port 
Jackson settlement 
from early extinction. 

This history of the Hawkesbury area will therefore 
be of great interest to all Australians, as well as of 
special interest to everyone who lives in or knows 
the district itself.  

The late Douglas Bowd, a fifth-generation member 
of a Hawkesbury family, put many years of 
careful research into this book and his later 
companion work; Hawkesbury Journey. Throughout, 
his aim was above all to project the images of the 
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people who made the past - from Governor 
Macquarie, who left in the district more lasting 
evidence of his foresight, wisdom, humanitarianism 
and determination than in any other part of his 
domain, down to the farmers, boatmen, innkeepers 
and ministers of religion, all of whom played their 
part in the development of the settlement. There 
are fascinating chapters on the aborigines; on ships 
and shipping; local bushrangers; on prominent 
families and well-known buildings - in both of which 
the Hawkesbury district abounds. 

Stories of the river itself and of the disastrous 
floods are ample testimony that the lives of the 
early settlers were not easy. However, natural 
resources and the courage of the pioneers have 
combined to make the Hawkesbury rich and 
prosperous today. Above all, perhaps, this book is a 
tribute to the families who had faith in the district 
and its future. 
 

Hawkesbury Journey 

History can be 
preserved in many ways 
but there is no better or 
more interesting way 
than having it recounted 
by a person who is an 
integral part of the area 
upon which the report is 
written. 

The late Doug Bowd 
was such a person. He 
devoted his life to 

ensuring that the history of the Hawkesbury was 
preserved for all time. His writings ensure that the 
reader can ‘re-live’ the times being discussed. The 
reader can also gain stimulus and inspiration 
through being given a real insight into people’s lives 
during a period of 200 years; where the emphasis is 
on the human-interest viewpoint. 

The author was a graduate of Hawkesbury 
Agricultural College – a College of Advanced 
Education which has been an important part of the 
history of the Hawkesbury Valley for over 100 years 
and which features as a chapter in this book.  

It is vital that the life and times of the Hawkesbury 
are preserved in the fullest possible detail. The 
Hawkesbury district is a major foundation stone 
upon which Australia, as we have known it since 
European settlement, has been built.  

Hawkesbury Journey brings to life the challenges 
and traumas experienced by the pioneers of the 
Hawkesbury. It portrays with pride the contribution 
the Hawkesbury Valley has made to the 
development of Australia as a nation. 

In the compilation of the book the author attempted 
to make it complementary to Macquarie Country. 
That book presented much factual information about 
established institutions and prominent people 
whereas this work endeavours to present little 
known facts and details about lesser known people.  

Please mark the date on your calendar. 
 

The beginnings of Hawkesbury 

Historical Society…  

one of Australia’s oldest historical 

Society’s 

It’s time to start thinking about the significance and 

celebration of the Society’s 70th Anniversary that 

will take place in September 2026.  

We recall, on the occasion of our 50th Anniversary, 

that Jan Barkley-Jack wrote an article on the 

Society’s beginnings which appeared in ‘Spanning 

the Centuries: the Journal of the Hawkesbury 

Historical Society’ in 2006. 

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS 

THE FORMATION AND SHAPING OF 
HAWKESBURY HISTORY SOCIETY 

By Jan Barkley-Jack 

 

Figure 1: Entrance to the Hawkesbury Museum in Thompson Square. 
Photo reproduced courtesy Hawkesbury City Library: 013900 
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‘… Together with a few friends I am desirous of forming … an 
Historical Society for the district of Windsor …’ were the 
words of Mr D. G. Bowd in 1947.1 Although the 
Royal Australian Historical Society [RAHS] was 
supportive, for some unknown reason the suggestion 
lapsed for nine years until on 14 September 1956 the 
inaugural meeting of Hawkesbury Historical Society 
was held. The Society’s Minutes record: ‘The Mayor of 
Windsor, Ald. V. W. [Vic] Gillespie convened a public 
meeting attended by over 50 people ...’ 

At the public meeting the motion ‘That a society be 
formed to be known as the Hawkesbury Historical Society and 
that we affiliate with the Royal Australian Historical Society’ 
was moved by the initial enthusiast Doug Bowd, who 
was then elected the first Secretary.2 

From his Wilberforce home, Doug had begun this 
renewed push for the Society early in July 1956. The 
response to the letter by Mr A. J. Gray, the Honorary 
Registrar of the RAHS, was: 

I was delighted to learn that there was prospect of forming 
an historical society at Windsor and that you were to be 
its founder. It seems to me most fitting that such a 
movement should be afoot. Windsor is just one of those 
areas where there should be a flourishing society...3 

Doug had answered: 

Acting upon [your advice] ... I have arranged for the 
Mayor of Windsor to convene a Public Meeting on 
Friday 14th September at 8pm at the Council 
Chambers, Windsor … Your offer to arrange for s[sic] 
speaker … is much appreciated … The date, you will 
note, is after the school holidays as a few teachers have 
promised to join … 

A follow-up letter from Doug Bowd, penned by his 
wife Eileen, expressed hopes ‘of forming a virile society’.4 
 

Consequently, Dr C. H. Currey MA, LLD, FRAHS, 
President of the RAHS, addressed the public meeting 
and Mr Arch Gray came the following morning to 
‘help the new officers in their work’. A close connection 
between Hawkesbury Historical Society and ‘the 
Royal’ was thus forged, reinforced in the early years by 
the regular active input to research, talks and 
excursions by Mr H. Macleod Morgan.5 Close ties 

                                                 
1 Royal Australian Historical Society [RAHS] Archives Series 2, file 80, 

Box 25, correspondence 1948 January-March. 
2 Hawkesbury Historical Society [HHS Minute Book 1, p. 2 Inaugural 

Meeting 14 September 1956; RAHS Archives 
Series 2, file 98, Box 34, written 26 July 1956. 
3 RAHS Archives Series 2, file 98, Box 34, correspondence received 7 
July 1956 1204/56, answered 20 July 1956. 
4 ibid., correspondence received 28 July 1956, 1293/56, 10 September 

1956, 1486/56. 
5 ibid., written 6 August 1956, correspondence received 15 August 1956, 

1380/56; HHS Minute Book 1 p. 3 Inaugural 

continued to exist. In 1976 Mr Justice Else-Mitchell, 
then President of the RAHS, unveiled an obelisk 
marking the flood level of 1867 behind St James, Pitt 
Town. Many subsequent Presidents of the Royal have 
spoken at the Society’s Australia Day dinners. Today a 
former President of the RAHS, Dr Ian Jack, who has 
a residence in Windsor, is president of Hawkesbury 
Historical Society. 

The motion at the original meeting which saw the 
Society formed had been seconded by Miss Lorna 
Campbell, who accepted the position of first 
Treasurer. Both Miss Campbell and Doug Bowd were 
teachers at Windsor Public School, Lorna being the 
Infants’ Mistress. The Mayor became Patron, and the 
inaugural President of Hawkesbury Historical Society 
was the Reverend William Carter from St Matthew’s 
Anglican Church. The members of the Society’s 
Council [Committee] were all local businessmen, 
professional people or community leaders namely E. 
Smith, Brian Pulsford, Frank Mason (the Windsor 
Town Clerk), Ron Arndell (an elder at Ebenezer 
Church), Jim Hodges, R. Blackley and Alderman 
Lambert. The Vice-Presidents were A. Norman and 
William Pead (teacher in charge at Freemans Reach). 
The membership fee was set at 10/- ($1) per year and 
the meetings were held in the Church of England Hall 
in New Street until February 1957 when they were 
transferred to the Windsor Public School Hall.6 The 
first General Meeting on 19 October 1956 attracted 
forty-five people to listen to an address by Mr 
Macleod Morgan on ‘George Meares Countess 
Bowen’.7 

 

 
 

Watch this space for more 

information on the Society’s 

activities and celebrations for its 

70th Anniversary in  

September 2026. 

 
 
 

Lorna Campbell had vivid and fond memories  
of life at the Rectory in the 1920’s and 30’s. 
Image courtesy of Jan Barkley-Jack 
 

                                                                                      
Meeting 14 September 1956, p. 4 Council Meeting 15 September 1956, 
p. 7 General Meeting 19 October 1956, p. 66 
General Meeting 20 February 1959, p. 80 Annual Meeting 19 September 
1959, p. 86 Council Meeting 19 February1960. 
6 HHS Minute Book 1, pp. 2, 3 Inaugural Meeting 14 September 1956, 

p.10 Council Meeting 15 February, 1957; 
interview with Lorna Campbell, 18 August 2006. 
7 HHS Minute Book 1, p. 7 General Meeting 19 October 1956. 
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WAR SAVINGS 

CERTIFICATES 

By Michelle Nichols 

Participating in a war is expensive. Countries need 
to fund weapons, equipment, as well as pay for 
personnel. The First World War was not only costly 
with the loss of lives, it cost the Australian 
Government approximately £265 million with much 
of this subsidised through war loans. 

World War 2 (WW2) was a far different kettle of 
fish, with weapons much more advanced and 
technology highly progressive. The Australian 
Government saw the mounting costs of the Federal 
Budget in 1940/41, costing £170 million, and 
realised alternate help would be required. The final 
price tag of WW2, to Australia, was over £2 billion. 
 
During 1940 to 1945 the Government introduced 
one-pound War Savings Certificates, issued in 
amounts of £1, £2, £5, £10 and £50 certificates. The 
Australian War Memorial declares on their website, 
“The aim of the issue was to raise public funds for 
the financing of the war, by placing public savings 
at the disposal of the government. Essentially, the 

public were lending the government money for 
seven years.” 

War Saving Certificates were not something new, 
the British Government utilised a similar scheme in 
the First War and again in WW2. The certificates 
were not the only schemes used to raise money, 
other examples were Victory Loans, War Bonds and 
Savings Stamps. The certificates were introduced in 
Australia in 1940 and issued on banknote paper as 
there were issues with other paper supplies. 
 

A Public Meeting was 
set up in the Windsor 
School of Arts in late 
July 1940, but was 
“abandoned” due to 
disinterest. However, 
Mr M. J. Griffin, 
President of the Local 
Government Association 
of NSW, attended the 
meeting, and was 
fundamental in the 
decision to form a 
committee to consider a 
Public Rally. The rallies 
were held so “the public 
could be enlightened”1 
on some of the 
misconceptions. One 
such fallacy was that the 
purchasers of War 
Savings Certificates 
were only for the rich, 
however this was 

dismissed as they were also for the ordinary people 
and were a good investment with advantageous 
returns. A public meeting was organised and all was 
well. 
 
The certificates were available for sale, for about 
20% less than their face value, but redeemable for 
the full amount, after 7 years.  
 
Certificates were available for purchase from the 
Commonwealth Bank of Australia as well post 
offices and various stores. Some were sold at 
special Victory Fairs and public rallies. The average 

                                                 
1 WINDSOR CAMPAIGN (1940, August 2). Windsor & Richmond 

Gazette, p. 12. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article86065193  

£1 War Saving Certificate 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article86065193
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article86065193
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weekly wage at the time was about £6, so the 
Australian public were supporting the scheme from 
their meagre wages or savings. One billion dollars 
was contributed in the certificates in Australia, over 
five years. The Australian War Memorial reported 
that many examples of the Certificates are still held 
in private collections, many of them were never 
cashed in. 
 
Windsor Municipal Council sold the first certificate 
on 9 August 1940 with the last in the register dated 
1 July 1942. Seventy-one x £1 certificates were 
issued. The certificates were purchased by local 
Hawkesbury residents including W. Stubbs, J 
Beveridge, C. Greentree, E. Dunston, W. L. Spinks, L. 
Collier, C. J. Gow, G. F. K. Mortley, G. N. 
Pennefather, A. E. Matthews, F. Mason and C. 
Thompson.  

War Savings Certificates - Trustees’ Register p. 1 

 
The register recorded the date of purchase, the 
number on the certificate plus the purchaser’s 
signature. Fortunately, the Windsor Municipal 
Council’s ‘War Savings Certificates - Trustees’ 
Register’ survives and is part of the Local Studies 
Collection, Hawkesbury Library Service. 

 
Michelle Nichols 

E: michelle_nichols@hotmail.com  

Sources 

• Post War economy 1914-1918 in the International 
Encyclopedia of the First World War. Retrieved 
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/post-
war-economies-australia/ 

• Commonwealth of Australia War Savings Certificate, 
Australian War Memorial. Retrieved 
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C193770  

• Windsor and Richmond Gazette (NSW : 1888 - 1971) 
viewed on Trove http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-title192 

 

 

 

Windsor and Richmond Gazette, Saturday 31 January 1891 (Trove) 

📷  Hawkesbury Library Service 
 

 

NOTICE 
 

General Meeting 

Thursday, 24 April 2024 

at 7.30pm 

at our new venue 

St Andrew’s Uniting Church Hall 

25 West Market Street, Richmond 

PARKING is available next door 

with entry via West Market Street. 

mailto:michelle_nichols@hotmail.com
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/post-war-economies-australia/
https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/post-war-economies-australia/
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C193770
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-title192
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Image: Bridge across the Hawkesbury River (detail), Windsor, NSW, ca. 1945 [picture] / E.W. Searle. NLA. 

 

 

A new exhibition - BRIDGING THE 

HAWKESBURY/ DYARUBBIN: The History of 

Windsor Bridge, now on show at Hawkesbury 

Regional Museum, features never before seen 

images and original objects from the bridge shown 

for the first time. 

 

Windsor Bridge was the oldest existing bridge 

crossing the Hawkesbury River/ Dyarubbin. Opened 

in 1874, it was cited as an engineering marvel. This 

new exhibition explores the history and significance 

of this bridge, the engineering feat and expertise 

utilised during its construction and the communities 

fight to save it. This extract from the exhibition 

looks at some of the major changes and 

modifications to the bridge which impacted its 

use… 

Adapting to Changing Times: Key Modifications 

to the Bridge 

As the 20th century led to increased traffic, heavier 

vehicles, and evolving economic and transport 

needs, the bridge underwent several significant 

changes—along with some smaller adjustments—to 

meet these challenges. 

1897 – Raising the Deck 

To accommodate the rising demands, the bridge 

deck was raised by an impressive eight feet (2.4m). 

New pylons were installed atop the originals, which 

were then filled with concrete. This higher bridge 

deck extended over the northern land, and an 

additional 20 feet (6m) of length was added, along 

with new timber pylons. During the works, a 

temporary bridge was constructed to maintain the 

river’s vital connection, taking just six weeks to 

complete. 

1922 – Concrete and Iron Reinforcements 

By the early 1900s, the bridge’s condition was 

becoming a concern. This marked the final major 

upgrade: the installation of a concrete deck and 

girders, a process using precast reinforced 

concrete—an innovation of its time. Recent research 

suggests that this may have been the earliest known 

use of precast concrete for bridge construction in 

New South Wales, long before pre-stressing 

technology was developed for widespread use. 

1934 – Cutting Through Thompson Square 

In 1934, the approach to the bridge was redesigned 

for smoother access, with a realignment that 

involved cutting through Thompson Square. This 

alteration made it easier to access the bridge from 

the Windsor side. 

1941 – Cross Bracing Renewal 

During World War II, resources were limited, but 

the bridge still received a vital cross bracing 

renewal. After the war, the rise in car ownership and 

the size of vehicles highlighted the need for stronger 

bridges, leading to a shift toward more durable 

materials like steel, replacing the old timber. 

1968 – Cantilevered Footway 

The growing population and increased housing on 

both sides of the river demanded a dedicated 

pedestrian footway. This footway not only provided 
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safer walking space but also housed cables for the 

Postmaster General (later Telecom/Telstra), 

Prospect County Council (electricity), and the Mains 

Water Sewerage and Drainage Board. Additionally, 

a vehicular crash barrier was added to protect 

pedestrians from encroaching vehicles. 

1986 – Handrail Update 

As safety concerns arose over the old footway 

handrails, they were replaced with a new collapsible 

design. The previous handrails had balanced 

weights, allowing them to be lowered by a single 

person, but the update made them even more 

reliable and functional. 

 

 

Windsor bridge showing the orignal timber deck and height. 

Images: Bridge at Windsor c1880. Courtesy of SLNSW 
 

 

Windsor Bridge after being raised. 

Image: The New Bridge at Windsor c1905.  

Courtesy of the SLNSW 
 

HAWKESBURY REGIONAL MUSEUM 

8 Baker Street, WINDSOR 2756 

(02) 4560 4655 museum@hawkesbury.nsw.gov.au 

Weekdays 10am - 4pm, Weekends 10am - 4pm 

Closed: Tuesday 

FREE ENTRY 

James Padley (1861-1918) wrote a collection 
of historical articles under the pen-name 
"Yeldap" (Padley spelt backwards) in the 

Windsor and Richmond Gazette. 
 

Early Hawkesbury Recollections 

[COLLECTED BY YELDAP] 

JAMES T. RYAN ("Toby") 
in his "Reminiscences of Australia" 

relates the following interesting account 
of THE FIRST KILLARNEY RACES 

The first Killarney Races took place on the 29th day 
of August, 1833, and are remembered well by us 
from the fact of having a sister born that morning 
before leaving for the races.  

“It was a lovely spring morning as George Rope and 
"Toby" (the author of Reminiscences of Australia), 
wended their way from South Creek, near 
Dunhaved, to Killarney, two miles east of Windsor, 
via South Creek, through Shane's Park, Clydesdale 
and Jericho, and along the creek, where the wild 
duck flapped its wings at our approach, and the 
curlew and spur-wing plover were to be seen in 
myriads. On the way, they pulled up at Marsden's 
old estate (the tumble-down barn), now belonging 
to Mr B Richards, where their grandfather and 
mother, uncles and aunts resided at the time of the 
great August flood, and who were rescued from the 
barn loft, (where they had taken refuge for three 
days and nights), by that heroine, Margaret 
Catchpole. 

They crossed the bush via Mulgrave, and arrived at 
the race-course about 1 o'clock. This was the first 
meeting of any importance outside the metropolis, 
and so received much patronage from all classes. 
There were about twelve booths, a grand-stand, and 
a weighing-yard. Also, a military band, the sporting 
aristocracy of the day were present. The booths 
consisted of every kind of shelter-bushes, bark, and 
tarpaulins, and were filled with people. Blind Loftus, 
a very ugly man, was dancing, and another man was 
playing the tambourine, at George Freeman's booth.  

Every kind of amusement imaginable was going on-
nine-pins, poppet-shows, the devil among the 
tailors, with lollypop and cake stalls, in the front. At 
the back, skittles and every description of gambling, 
with an occasional fight through the day. 

The racehorses were scattered about under the 
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shady clumps of trees. 'Black Scratch,' with his 
master, John White, and the jockey, Johnnie Price, 
from Parramatta, was the first horse they saw. Price 
said he would win the two big races, and as they 
knew him they placed confidence in what he said. 
The first race was a Maiden Plate, and was won by 
Otto Baldwin's Betsy by Hector. Then the Town 
Plate, two-mile heats, for which five fine animals 
started, viz-Scratch (Price up), Bennilong, Iceley's 
Chancellor, Lawson's Spring Gun, and Mineben's 
Black Lock. After a great race between Scratch, 
Bennilong and Chancellor, it was won by Scratch, 
Bennilong being second. 

Only two started for the second heat, which was 
won by Scratch. The rest of the day was made up 
with a District Purse and hack races. 

This was the first opportunity they had of seeing 
their countrymen about Windsor - men who 
constituted the first generation of natives-born 
colonists. On that day the match was made between 
Kable and Chalker for £200 aside and the 
championship. There could be seen the three 
Chalkers, the Cosgroves, the Meglins, of South 
Creek, and the Dargins. the Dights, the Doyles, the 
Norris's, and others, of Windsor. They were 
immense men, standing from six feet to six feet four 
inches high, from fifteen to seventeen stone in 
weight, without any superfluous flesh, and as 
straight as a whip. But they, like our native singing 
birds, are nearly all gone. 

George and "Toby" took three to one on Scratch, 
and this put them in possession of more money than 
they ever before possessed.  

They arranged to escort Ikey Moses and Joe Levy a 
short cut home to Penrith next day, for thirty 
shillings. They then retraced their steps home after 
the races to return to the course next morning to 
carry out their contract. 

It commenced to rain at 5 o'clock, and at 6, George 
and "Toby" set out for Killarney, half past 7 being the 
time appointed for starting home wards. The rain 
came down heavily for half-an hour, but it was only 
the pride of the morning, and all looked well for a 
fine morning before the sun rose. As they crossed 
the course the busy scene and hilarity of the 
previous evening had changed, and all was silent as 
the grave. The booths were all demolished, the 
embers of the blacks' camp fires were throwing up 
curls of smoke, and scattered here and there were 
parts of soldiers' coats, empty and broken bottles, 
old boots and broken sticks-giving indications that a 

fight had taken place the night before. They made 
over to the teams which they were to escort home, 
and found them all loaded up and ready for a start. 
On interrogating one of the blacks, Mulgoa Joe, the 
king of the tribe, who was travelling with the dray, 
be described the "cobborn" (big) fight, thus 
“Drunken soldier come down and marn(sic) him gin; 
blackfellow fight him and take him gin back; b'lieve 
him kill two soldier; 'nother fellow soldier take him 
home." 

This was the graphic description given by Mulgoa 
Joe. They made a start, numbering about twenty 
whites and the same number of blacks, the former 
being composed of fiddlers, actors, old hangers-on 
from Penrith and Yarra Monday's Lagoon.  

They wended their way through Windsor, and as the 
cattle were facing homewards they travelled well, 
thence via the Chain-of-Ponds, and reached Pat 
Harper's, of Allan Water, on the Richmond and 
Penrith road, about noon. There they unyoked and 
watered the cattle, made tea and the whole of the 
broken tucker was taken out and distributed among 
blacks and whites. Trunks of turkeys and geese, 
portions of sucking pigs, and ham bones, were all 
cleared up, and every bottle and keg was drained. 
The blacks gave a Corroboree, and the fiddlers 
played and sang "Killarney," after which the bullocks 
were yoked up again and started on the straight 
road. The guides left them, after being paid, and 
wended their way home to South Creek. 

Source: Early Hawkesbury Recollections. (1896, July 11). Windsor 
and Richmond Gazette (NSW : 1888 - 1954), p. 6. Retrieved October 
12, 2014, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article72549166 

 

Windsor and Richmond Gazette, Saturday 13 December 1902 (Trove) 

📷  Hawkesbury Library Service 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article72549166
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THE NOTORIOUS 
BUSHRANGER  

GEORGE ARMSTRONG 

(from the Sydney Gazette of 28th March, 1837) 

Capture and Death of the notorious 
Bushranger, George Armstrong, alias 

Loughman, per ship 'Norfolk.' 

This man, who for some months past, had been the 
terror of the Windsor district, and who evaded the most 
active and vigilant of the Police of these districts (both 
horse and foot), has at length been shot by a mounted 
trooper.  

On Wednesday, the 15th instant, it was strongly 
suspected that the Roman Catholic Clergyman was in 
the frequent habit of visiting this marauder. 
Accordingly, on Good Friday last, after an early mass, 
his Reverence mounted his white stead and directed 
his course to the Kurryjong, being quickly followed by 
the Police, who had ascertained that he was going 
towards Stinson's farm, where they lost sight of his 
Reverence, but still kept a sharp look out; the Priest 
had an interview with the bushranger for an hour, and 
used every persuasion to induce the unfortunate man 
to surrender himself and accompany him to Windsor. 
He also pointed out Good Friday as a remarkable day, 
being the day on which Our Saviour gave himself up to 
the Jews, who put him to death; and that should he 
resign himself into the hands of justice it might be 
better for him both here and hereafter, by repenting of 
his sins. 

These words having been spoken very impressively by 
his Reverence, they seemed to soften the hitherto 
callous disposition of this daring and desperate 
offender, that he even shed a flood of tears; he soon 
however recovered possession of himself up, and kept 
a good look-out all round him. The Priest again 
pressed him hard to give up his pistol, which he had in 
a belt round his person, and go with him to Windsor. 
He replied, "I will not give myself now, nor will I be 
taken alive; but I will meet you on Thursday next, and 
bring the Police Magistrate with you, and I will give 
myself up to him then."  

The Priest then became quite angry, and told him he 
was a most hardened and incouragable fellow, and 
told him the first policeman he fell in with on his 
returning home, he would tell where he was to be 
found, and have him apprehended: Armstrong, not 
suspecting his Reverence would put his threats into 
execution, kept his ground, and about half an hour 
afterwards the Priest fell in with the police, who were 
directed to the spot: they waited there about an hour, 
when they heard a man coughing repeatedly; they 
advanced a few paces and found him sitting behind a 
bush with his back towards them; they then challenged 

him, and ordered him to surrender, he replied "Yes". 
He got onto his legs, and drew his pistol from his belt, 
and was preparing to fire on the police; one of the 
policemen snapped his pistol at him, which burnt 
priming: he then attempted to run away, when another 
policeman fired at him and shot him through the back - 
he fell, and requested the police to finish him and put 
him out of pain. He was taken to Stinson's house and 
expired shortly after. The following day an inquest was 
held on the body and a verdict returned accordingly. 

- From our Windsor Correspondent. 
 
 
 
Two of the Windsor police being disguised on 
Thursday last, went out on an expedition towards the 
Kurryjong in search of Armstrong the notorious 
bushranger: when at the Kurryjong, they observed a 
man (as they thought) carrying a bundle; suspecting 
that he might be going to visit Armstrong, and on 
advancing towards and questioning him, and 
inspecting the contents of the bag, found it to contain 
woman's apparel, and the person with whom they 
were talking was no other than a female prisoner of 
the Crown, absent from the service of a man at 
Bathurst; she was immediately escorted to Windsor, 
and underwent examination there before the Police 
Magistrate, but nothing material was elicited.  
 
Jane confessing herself to be a runaway, and that she 
absconded, and that she was fully determined to see 
her husband, who she stated to be in the service of a 
person living near Kurryjong, and her master refused 
to give her a pass, she, to use her own expression, 
"determined to bolt". She had on at the time of capture 
a coarse blue jacket, and corduroy trowsers, a pair of 
old boots, and walked lame. a check shirt and straw 
hat was also worn by the prisoner; and when seen it 
was strongly suspected she was no less a person than 
the notorious Armstrong. After examination she was 
remanded to the gaol, where the very proper and 
necessary orders previously given by the Police 
Magistrate were carried into effect, by an entire 
change of wearing apparel.  

- From our Windsor Correspondent. 

 

This article was sourced by Alan Aldrich (now Deceased). 
 

Source: 

• Ghosts, Myths and Legends of The Hawkesbury - by Rex 

Stubbs, pages 87 & 88)  

 

 

HAWKESBURY HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. 
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THE FIRE AT WINDSOR, N.S.W. 

[FROM THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD DEC.24] 

About a quarter to 2 o’clock yesterday, a most 
disastrous fire broke out at Windsor. The flames being 
fanned by a furious westerly wind, spread rapidly from 
house to house, until by half past 3 o’clock fully 30 
buildings were destroyed. The day was as disagreeable 
as can possibly be imagined. All the morning clouds of 
dusty hot air were blown with almost hurricane force 
across the town and a worse day for a fire could scarcely 
have occurred for the roofs and woodwork of the 
houses were in the most inflammable condition. There 
were various reports of the origin of the fire, but that 
which seemed most probable was that a spark from 
Montgomery’s blacksmith’s shop, on the western side of 
George street, blew on to some timber in Mr Gosper’s 
tannery, on the opposite side of the street. However the 
fire was caused, it was first seen about a quarter to 2 
o’clock on Mr Gosper’s premises, and there being a 
quantity of combustible material about a large sheet of 
flame spread with great rapidity in an easterly direction. 
In a very short time it reached a row of two-story brick 
houses in Macquarie street known as Marsden’s and 
occupied by Mr J Alderson. These were speedily gutted 
and the fire destroyed some tanneries to the west of the 
houses burning itself out in that direction. But along the 
whole width of this area from George to Macquarie 
streets the flames advanced northwards towards 
Fitzgerald street. In George street two adjoining shops, 
one storied brick buildings, occupied by Mr Stubbs and 
Mr O’Hara, and a two-storied brick shop tenanted by Mr 
Trathen, were among the first destroyed with portions 
of their contents. Going northerly along George street 
the flames seem to have taken rather an irregular 
course, for the next three houses occupied by Mr Wood, 
sadder, Mr West, tailor, and Mr Husband, saddler, had 
escaped the flames up to half past 3‘clock. Byron’s 
chemist shop and an adjoining store were the next 
buildings to take fire and though the wind was blowing 
in the opposite direction the heat from them was so 
great that the premises of Mr Burns, grocer, and of the 
Hawkesbury Times, two two-storied buildings on the 
other side of George street, ignited and were soon 
enveloped in flames The scene at this time (about a 
quarter to 3 o’clock) in George street was one of the 
wildest excitement. For a considerable distance on 
either side of the fire, men, women and children were 
busily engaged in removing goods from their houses, 
and carts were in active requisition moving the 
household furniture and goods away, for as the wind 
showed no signs of abating and seemed to blow with 
flickering uncertainty from the south-west to the north-
west in very strong gusts, no one could tell where the 
fire would extend to. Men were shouting, and of the 
women numbers were crying. Numbers were already, 

houseless and others were momentarily expecting to 
become so for the flames at the back in Macquarie 
street were advancing with perhaps greater rapidity on 
the houses towards the north than in George street. 

The local fire brigade were exerting themselves to the 
utmost to get the flames under, and it seemed a matter 
of considerable doubt as to the most effective place on 
which to direct their efforts. The supply of water was 
not by any means as good as could have been wished. 
Nevertheless, watering carts kept the two engines, at 
work vigorously, and there was no want of willing hands 
to work them. The firemen for some time threw a 
stream of water on Burns's store, but finding that all 
their efforts were likely to be futile they turned to the 
houses on the opposite side of the street, the roofs of 
which had already begun to smoke. The roof of an 
unoccupied wooden cottage, a very old building, burst 
into flame, and though the firemen directed a stream of 
water upon it, the building was soon so enveloped in 
fire that it could not be saved. Then on the building on 
the north of this cottage - the Barraba Hotel -occupied 
by Isabella Bushell, a large two-storied structure, the 
engine began to play but it was too late. The dry 
shingled roof ignited within 10 minutes of the time 
when the flames crossed the street. After some further 
efforts the firemen saw their attempt to save this 
building was useless, and it was left to its fate. As much 
of the furniture as could be got out within a few minutes 
was lodged in the streets. Mortley’s boot store on the 
other side of the unoccupied cottage, having a slated 
roof for a longer period withstood the fiery element, but 
in a quarter of an hour the eaves were alight, and soon 
this building was doomed to destruction for no effort 
could be made to save it. 

Fitzgerald street intervening between Barraba Hotel and 
the houses to the northward, it was hoped that the 
conflagration would be prevented from spreading 
further in that direction. Lane’s house, opposite the 
Barraba Hotel, in George street, having a galvanised iron 
roof, resisted the heat, the wooden portion of the front 
of the building being kept damp. The roof of the Victoria 
Store, at the other corner of Fitzgerald street, was 
covered with wet blankets, and the wooden building on 
the eastern side of George street, at the corner of 
Fitzgerald street, and which seemed most endangered 
by the fire from the hotel was also kept well damped by 
the fire engine. But the flames had already made great 
progress towards the rear of this hotel, and a wooden 
house occupied by a person named Sutton, was ignited 
and burnt in a few minutes. The flames rapidly spread to 
the houses on the southerly side of Fitzgerald Street 
extending from George street to Macquarie street, and 
all were soon blazing away, there being no hope 
whatever of saving them. Two of these were two-storied 
unoccupied buildings, adjoining Bushel’s Hotel; next a 
wooden house, occupied by Mr Sutton; then there were 
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two brick cottages tenanted by Mr Bannister, and the 
Wesleyan parsonage, occupied by tile Rev. Mr 
Wilkinson, who, as we are informed, has lost a large 
library of books, as well as his furniture. 

At the rear, nearly all the houses in Macquarie street 
from Marsden’s northwards to Rochester’s tenanted by 
Messrs. Alderson, Dunstan, Linsley, Gosper, Pender, 
Woods, and others, were destroyed as well as out-
houses and granaries which in one or two instances 
were well stored with produce. The local council 
chambers, the upper part of which was used by the 
Oddfellows, were also burnt. The whole of these 
buildings were destroyed by half past 3 o’clock and at 
that time the vestry of the Wesleyan Chapel was in a 
blaze, and the fire could be seen extending through the 
chapel itself, and there appeared little prospect of 
anything effective being done to save it. The Wesleyan 
schoolroom, a detached brick building in Macquarie 
street, though surrounded by burning and smouldering 
houses, was yet untouched, but with a very shifty wind 
blowing and sparks flying in all directions its safety was 
far from being assured. Mr Wood’s granaries, on the 
north of Fitzgerald street, near Macquarie street, and 
outhouses, were causing the greatest apprehension, for 
a great blaze shot forth from them, and there were 
numerous small wooden houses close at hand that 
endangered more valuable properties. To prevent the 
fire extending, wet blankets and water were freely used 
on the roofs and sides of the buildings. Four or five men 
were kept constantly at work wetting the roof of Beard’s 
ironmongery store.  

Macquarie street and other streets near the fire were 
full of furniture and effects of the burnt-out inhabitants. 

Shortly after the fire broke out, telegrams were sent to 
Sydney for fire engines, and a special train with three 
engines arrived at Windsor about half past 4; another 
engine followed shortly after. There were many willing 
hands to lend all the aid they could to save the 
furniture, work the engines, and beat back the flames. 

The bush at Wilberforce was on fire during the day, and 
it was reported in Windsor that several houses had been 
destroyed. All along the line from Mulgrave to 
Blacktown the grass on either side was burnt off, as the 
afternoon train passed, and the blackened appearance 
of the country extended for a considerable distance 
from Blacktown towards Parramatta. Passengers by the 
Great Western train report that the bush on the 
mountains was on fire and that the heat in the carriages 
was most intense. Two small houses were burnt in 
Parramatta, from the effects of sparks flying on dry 
roofs. 

By the 4.40pm train the Hon J S Farnell; the Hon Saul 
Samuel; Mr Cracknell, telegraphic superintendent; Mr 
Fosbery, superintendent of police; and Inspector Ryland, 
left Sydney for Windsor. With them went detachments 

of the city and mounted police, a squad of the 
permanent force and a supply of tents and blankets the 
latter being intended for the use of the burned-out 
unfortunates if sufficient shelter was not at hand - the 
impression being in Sydney at the time the train started, 
the town was almost totally consumed. At all the 
stations along the line excited crowds were congregated 
and the latest news sought as the trains progressed. It 
was not until 7 that Windsor was sighted and from all 
the carriages heads were thrust through the windows to 
catch a glimpse of the ruins and fire, but there was very 
little to be seen, for the wind had, as we subsequently 
learned lulled before 5 and the engines obtained a 
mastery over the flames. When close to the station, just 
before stopping, a few wreaths of smoke and occasional 
flames, which feebly rose, were all that could be 
observed of the conflagration. 

The damage done was found on inquiry to be if not 
quite equal to the reports which had reached Sydney, 
yet astonishingly heavy, and to make the conflagration 
more disastrous and memorable, a life was lost, that of 
a feeble woman named Eliza Wilson, aged about 60, 
who lodges or acted as a servant at Mrs Calloway’s one 
of the tenements destroyed in Macquarie street. This 
cottage, a weatherboard, was overcome by the flames 
so rapidly that there was no time given for the 
neighbours to even rush in and it was not until the 
strength of the flames had become exhausted that the 
remains of the unfortunate woman were rescued, a 
charred mass, and brought to a neighbourhood hotel. In 
all, about 33 houses, the Wesleyan Church, and 
Oddfellows’ Hall were destroyed. Very little remains of 
them with the exception of a few of the strongest walls. 
Several horses also were burned; in fact, so rapid and 
unexpected was the fiery sheet, that little save human 
life could be saved. The stock and furniture of nearly all 
the business places must have been destroyed, for on 
the scene there is very little to be observed in the shape 
of salvage. The loss is estimated at about £18,000. 

This article was sourced by Alan Aldrich (now Deceased). 

Source: 

• The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1956), Monday 28 December 1874, 
page 6 

 
The Great Fire in Macquarie and George Streets Windsor, 1874 

Courtesy: Hawkesbury Library Service 
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Hawkesbury Historical Society 
Bookshop 

located in the Hawkesbury Regional Museum 
8 Baker Street, Windsor NSW 2756 

The Hawkesbury Historical Society has an interesting variety of books in our 
Bookshop with an emphasis on people in earlier times in the Hawkesbury and 
nearby Nepean and Blue Mountains areas. The books can be purchased directly 
from the Museum Bookshop in the Hawkesbury Regional Museum, Windsor or 
online…. www.hawkesburyhistoricalsociety.org 
You may also like to visit the Museum which houses the Society’s collection. 

 

INTRODUCING… Chris Tracey and Sue Watson 

Chris Tracey (left) and Sue Watson (right) 

both work as Hawkesbury Regional Museum 

volunteers, where they provide able assistance 

to Council’s Museum staff and visitors by 

working on the front desk. Perhaps you may 

have already met Chris and Sue on one of your 

visits to the Museum. 

Our Society members are always welcome to 

visit the Museum and the Society’s bookshop 

and to have a chat with these ladies. 

More Museum volunteers will be introduced in 

future issues of this newsletter. 
 

 

Chris Tracey Sue Watson 

Written permission was provided by Chris Tracey and Sue Watson for their photographs to be featured in this issue, 

and in consultation with Hawkesbury Council’s Museum staff. 

New books in the Bookshop 

$36 $38 $36 $36 $36 

$33 $38 $20 $10 $55 

 

http://www.hawkesburyhistoricalsociety.org/
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